
We are an all-breed club with a mission to ride and have fun in a noncompetitive atmosphere 
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Membership News 
 

It is time to renew your membership 
You will be added immediately to our 

correspondence list.  Your new membership 
or renewal is appreciated. 

 

 
 

December & January Birthdays 
 
December Birthdays 
Shorty Gray 12  
Rick Jones 26    
David Joiner 9         
Brenda Rehling 13           
Andee Rogers 5  
Mark Robinson 24         
 

January Birthdays 
Neil Harrison 15          
Sheila Ervin 14 
Greta Jarrell 31 
Jimmy Johnson 23 
Lynn Limardo  12 
Chrystal Sherwood  21  
Linda Storey 14 
Randy Walls 18 
Gary Whiddon 8 
Bruce Hyder 31 
 

 
 
 
Happy Birthday to all of our December & 
January birthdays!  If we missed yours,  
please let us know so we can update our 
records! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Next Meeting is Thursday January 
15th at Thomas’ Buffet in Covington 
David and Marilyn Crabb will be  speaking on the 

Horse Digestive System and Digestion 
 

Upcoming Rides & Events 
 

 

February 28th – Vet day at the Horse Park.  We will begin at 10 
AM with a Poker Ride. Meet at the Rings on Costley Mill Road.  Dr. 
Dennis has agreed to provide economical Coggins tests and 
routine shots in the afternoon.  For more information, call Deb at 
404-791-0960 
  

February 28th (CANCELLED) - Suzy Chapin Memorial Ride – 
Poker Ride at the Georgia International Horse Park in Conyers 
Georgia benefiting the Children’s Network of Georgia.  Look for 
more details on this annual event as they are confirmed.  For more 
information, please call Gene at 404-234-9993 
 
May 15-17 – RTB Spring Ride at Round Oak – Come and enjoy 
the hospitality of two of the nicest folks around!  Ron and Adriane 
always go out of their way to make sure that anyone who comes to 
a ride at their place has a great time.  Our Spring Ride will be no 
exception.  You won’t want to miss two nights of dancing, a great 
pot luck dinner and all the riding you can handle. Come and bring a 
couple of friends! Look for more details in your next newsletter! 
 
October 29 – November 1st – Second Annual Rockdale Trail 
Blazers Reunion.  Put it on your calendar now because you 
definitely don’t want to miss t his one!  Camping, riding, dancing, 
great food and old friends at Warwoman Campground in Clayton.  
For more information, call Gene at 404-234-9993 
 

 
Rockdale Trail Blazers Lend a Helping Hand at  

Hard Labor Creek 
 
RTB has partnered with Hard Labor Creek State Park to provide much needed trail maintenance.  The park has
been short handed and recent storms had left many trees down.  Thanks to everyone who has been out to lend a 
hand.  If you would like to help out on the next workday, please contact Rick Jones at 770-786-5535 
 
If you work a day at the park, they will reward you with a free day to ride!  What a great way to get paid! 
 



 
From the President 
 
This past year with the Rockdale Trailblazers 
has been exciting with our first Annual 
Reunion, a successful and fun Spring and Fall 
Trail ride, our vet day and trail ride, and a host 
of monthly rides!  Looking ahead to 2009 I 
think we will have even more good times! 
 
If you were unable to join us at the Christmas 
party, you missed a great time.  Lots of good 
food, good music and good friends made it a 
fun time.  Pictures are on the webpage! 
 
RTB has a great group of folks and if you have 
not joined us for a monthly ride, party or other 
event, I hope you will find the time to do so in 
2009.  It’s not often you find a great group of 
friends who enjoy doing what you do! And at 
this time of year, we should all look around us 
and appreciate our friends and families and 
take the time to spend time with them, while we 
can.  With gas prices down, maybe we can 
venture farther out this year on some rides.  
But we need to hear from our members to let 
us know where YOU want to go. 
 
I appreciate all of the help and support of the 
Board and members in 2008 and look forward 
to 2009.  Please let me know what you want to 
see the RTB doing in the next year.  It's YOUR 
club so lets all work together in 2009 to make it 
a great one! 
 

~ Gene Owen, President RTB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RTB General Meeting 12/18/08 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:18 pm by Gene Owen. 
 
Gene asked new members to introduce themselves - Jodi Russell 
and son John – they have a spotted saddle horse and TWH and 
enjoy pleasure trail riding and camping. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
January ride – A motion was passed to have the ride at 1099 on Jan 
10-11, 2009. 
Vet Day – A motion was passed to have the Vet Day at the Georgia 
Intl Horse Park on Feb 28, and will include an RTB poker ride in the 
morning before the vet day. 
Reunion Rides - Gene confirmed that the 2009 ride date will be Oct 
29-Nov 1, 2009 at Fred’s place (Warwoman Creek Campground in 
Clayton, GA). 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Meeting Location - Gene asked for thought about the monthly 
meeting location.  There was discussion about staying at Thomas’ 
or going to a local Mexican restaurant.  Rick Jones will check 
further into a Chinese restaurant that includes a back room and has 
a broad menu.  The first motion was made and passed to continue 
to meet at Thomas’ for 2009.  With further discussion, that motion 
was unanimously rescinded.  A new motion was made by Derrel 
Jones to leave the meeting place open, to be discussed further and 
changed sooner than 12 months if needed.  That motion passed. 
Fun Day – There was discussion about holding a Fun Day event.  
There is an arena close to Ron & Adriane’s and Deb Hilty will check 
further on that location.  Randy Kessler offered his land and the use 
of about 20 metal panels if someone could come up with several 
additional panels.  That arena would be on grass, not dirt.  This 
discussion will continue at future meetings. 
Website – Ken Bell will turn over the website to RTB as of Jan 1.  
Tina Maddox Owen will research a new, low-cost web facility,  
Donna Pieper will keep the new website updated.  A motion was 
passed to give Ken a complimentary business listing for the 2009 
newsletters. 
Christmas donations – Tom Dixe and Randy Kessler delivered the 
donations and gifts to the family earlier in the week.  Tom advised 
that the family that received our Christmas donations plans to 
attend the January meeting to offer their thanks.  Deb Hilty/Marilyn 
Vanne received a thank you email from the military families. 
FFA – Derrel Jones gave us information on the Newton County FFA 
that his son Bud is a member.  There will be a ‘Home Show’ on Feb 
14, 2009 at Newton Cty High School and most businesses in Newton 
County help sponsor this event.  RTB had a $100 full page 
sponsorship last year as well.  Derrel was requesting that RTB offer 
a sponsorship again for 2009.  Derrel added additional information 
– Eastside high School’s FFA program includes an equine section 
and he hopes that Newton County will have an equine group in the 
near future.  The cost is again $100/full page, $50/half page, 
$25/business card size.  Tom Dixe made a motion that RTB do a $50 
sponsorship and it passed.  Deb will talk to Becky about doing the 
design for the ad. 
Treasurer’s Report – Rick Jones gave a treasurer’s report:  As of 
12/3 we had a balance of $1912.36, with $998.44 expenses to date 
and $75.00 dues deposited, left a current balance of $988.92.  He 
has $180.00 dues pending for deposit, which will leave a balance of 
$1168.92. 
Silver Spur Riding Club – Gerald Davis gave a report on the health 
of Ron McGowan, president of the Silver Spur Club, who has 
recently undergone an amputation of his leg. 
South Park – Rick Jones gave an update on the existing riding trails 
and trails planned for the future.  There is a paved walking/biking 
path planned for completion in Feb-Mar 2009.  Work on additional 
equestrian trails will be postponed until the paved oath is complete. 
Executive Committee Meeting – Discussion was held concerning 
the monthly timing of Executive Committee meetings.  It was 
decided on the First Monday of each month at 6pm.  The time is 
open to change as the summer months bring longer days. 
 
50/50 – Shiela won the drawing and took home $17. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 pm. 

Meeting 

Each Month on the  
Third Thursday 
Begins at 7 PM 

Come early to eat 
www.rockdaletrailblazers.org 

Now Meeting at Thomas’ Buffet 
in Covington at the old Depot 



2009 Board Member Contacts  
 
President – Gene Owen 
c.404-234-9993 horsesaz@yahoo.com  
Vice President – Deb Hilty 
c.404-791-0960 debhilty@gmail.com 
Treasurer -  Rick Jones 
h. 770-786-5535 c. 404-663-4859  
ervinpjones@hotmail.com 
Secretary – Becky Strouth 
h.706-468-2293 c.706-819-8993 
beckystrouth@yahoo.com 
Program Chairman – Marilyn Vanne 
h. 770-388-9891 c. 770-880-3500 
sunnyrosemarilyn@bellsouth.net 
Public Relations – Donna Pieper  
404-797-3333 donna.pieper@merial.com 

2008 Executive Committee 
Tom Dixe    
h. 770-483-3007 tomDixe@netscape.net          
Sheila Ervin    
h. 770-787-0519 Limosheila@yahoo.com    
Derrell Jones c. 770-823-0908 
John Morgan 
h. 770-787-9588 johnemorgan@bellsouth.net 
 
  

BUY * SELL * TRADE * SERVICES  
 

NEW Rockdale Trail Blazer Stuff: New shirts have been ordered; 
we have a variety of colors and styles $15.00 & $20.00. Call Deb 
Hilty at 404-791-0960. 
 

DJ by Rocket: Yep, I have all the right stuff to make your social 
event. Call for more info 404-435-8920. 

Horse Boarding, Training, Riding Lessons Specializing in Adults 
new to horses or Starting over. Safe Horsemanship with a Woman's 
Touch. Gudrun Dees 2887 South Ola Road Locust Grove, Ga. 30248 
(770) 634-5812: paradiselessons@yahoo.com  or  www.paradise-
ranch.com (A 2008 Business Sponsor – Thank You!) 
 

3 SADDLES FOR SALE: 1 "Simco" Western Saddle  
1 "American" Western Saddle, 1 "Lane Fox" 4" English Cutback, 
Price Range from $200 to $400 Maxine Campe 770-929-0737 
 

1998 Sundowner Siesta 8008 Full living quarters, 8 foot short 
wall, 3 Horse slant, aluminum, range, refrigerator, microwave, drop 
down bus windows, face guards, solar battery charger, rear tack, 
stud wall, side storage compartment, extra water tank, great 
condition, $24,000 call 770-880-3500 or 770-388-9891 
 
 

12yo Reg. Leopard Appaloosa Mare.  BOMBPROOF, sound, 
gentle for anyone to ride.  Trail ridden in 6 states, uncomplicated in 
every way. UTD on all shots.  Selling because we went to gaited.  
$1800 obo to right home. (706) 468-2293. 
 

B&M PAINT & BODY  We do all kinds of paint ,body work sheet 
metal fab, spray in bed liners cars, trucks ,trailers, estimates. Owned 
,operated by Robert Moody  aka "Big Foot" . Please call me for all 
your needs 678-283-2552 Thanks for your support. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Christmas Family 
 
This year the club voted to adopt a 
non-military family in the area.  
Working with the VFW, we were 
assigned a family in need.  We 
collected donations for this family as 
well as our normal “bring a gift” 
campaign for military families at our 
holiday party.   
 

 
We sincerely hope that we were able 
to bring some smiles to this family for 
the holidays.  We appreciate 
everyone’s support and donations 
and hope that everyone had a very 
joyous holiday. 

Something to think about… 
 
For the first time in a few years we are 
getting a lot of rain!  We need the rain but it 
does create some problems out on our trails.  
Wet trails are especially susceptible to 
damage by horses hooves.  The Ocmulgee 
River Trail system is particularity vulnerable 
due to its soil type and standard 
recommendations are that if the mud comes 
up over half way up your horses’ hooves, you 
should not ride on the trail.  Additionally, 
when you encounter a mud hole, it is 
recommended that you ride through the 
center of the hole.  Riding around the mud 
hole will enlarge the trail and our goal is to 
leave as small a track through the woods as 
possible.   



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Please support our  
2009 Rockdale Trail Blazers 

Associate Members 
 

If you would like to become an Associate 
Member and have your business card listed 

in our newsletter please contact us. 

Rockdale Trail Blazers 
P.O. Box 236 

Conyers, GA 30012 
 

Please look online for a current Membership Application and 
return to the address above with your payment or bring it with 
you to the next meeting.  We need an application along with 

your new membership or renewing membership for our 
records.  If you need one and are unable to access the web, 

contact any board member and we will mail one to you. 
 




